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Program

The 946th Suntory Subscription Concert
Fri. January 22, 2021, 19:00 at Suntory Hall
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The 947th Orchard Hall Subscription Concert
Sun. January 24, 2021, 15:00 at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

Andrea Battistoni, conductor
Kaoru Kondo, concertmaster

Ravel:

Daphnis et Chloé Suite No. 1 «ca12mn
|. Nocturne
Il Interlude
Ill. Danse guerriere

Ravel:
Daphnis et Chloé Suite No. 2 s 15min
|. Lever du jour (Daybreak)

II.  Pantomime
Ill. Danse générale

Stravinsky:
Firebird Suite (1919 version) (ca. 20 min)
|. Introduction
Il.  The Firebird and its dance
Ill. The Firebird's variation
IV. The Princesses' Khorovod (Rondo, round dance)
V. Infernal dance of King Kashchei
VI. Berceuse (Lullaby)

VII. Finale
Presented by Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra €E‘:
Subsidized by the Agency for Cultural Affairs Government of Japan | ="

Japan Arts Council
In Association with Bunkamura (Jan 24)

- There will be no intermission during the concert.

- Entering and exiting during the performance will be tolerated. If you do not feel well,
please exit or enter as you need. However, please mind the other listeners so that
they will be minimally disturbed.

- If you enter or reenter in the middle of the concert, we may escort you to a seat
different from the one you were originally assigned.

- We will collect tickets from all audiences when you leave. Please post your tickets
in the collection box in the lobby before you leave the concert. We would sincerely
appreciate your cooperation.
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Artists Profile

©Takafumi Ueno

Andrea Battistoni, conductor

Chief Conductor of the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra

Born in Verona in 1987, Andrea Battistoni is a rising star conductor
with an international reputation as one of the most important of his
generation. Appointed First Guest Conductor at the Teatro Carlo Felice
in Genova in 2013 and Chief Conductor of the Tokyo Philharmonic
Orchestra in 2016.

He has been causing a sensation in Tokyo with his charisma and
sensitive musicality, conducting Tokyo Phil for operas such as Nabucco,
Rigoletto (Nikikai), and Aida (co-produced grand opera), and numerous
symphonic works including the Roman Trilogy, Pictures at an Exhibition
and Rite of Spring. His subseqguent concert-style Turandot (2015), Iris
(2016), and Mefistofele (2018) secured his reputation as a leading light
to critics and audiences alike. He has been regularly releasing CDs with
the Tokyo Phil through Nippon Columbia.

Other noteworthy engagements include: Teatro alla Scala, La Fenice in
Venice, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Stockhalm Opera House, Arena di Verona,
Bayerische Staatsoper in Munchen, Mariinsky Theatre and world renowned
orchestras such as Filarmonica della Scala, Accademia di Santa Cecilia,
& Israel Phil.

His future plans include Deutsche Oper Berlin, Bayerische Staatsoper,
Dutch National Opera, & Australia Opera in Sydney. His book”, Non &
musica per vecchi,” was published by Rizzoli published in 2012, and by
Ongaku-No-Tomo-Sha in Japan in 2017.
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RAVEL: ,
DAPHNIS ET CHLOE - Suites Nos. 1 & 2

For sheer opulence of orchestral color, for orgiastic rhythms, and
for ravishingly sensuous harmonies, Ravel’s ballet score Daphnis et
Chloé remains one of the glories of twentieth-century music. The work
was commissioned by Sergei Diaghilev for the 1912 Paris season of his
Ballets russes. The choreography was by Michel Fokine, the sets by Léon
Bakst, and musical direction by Pierre Monteux. Nijinsky and Karsavina
danced the title roles at the premiere on June 8, 1912. Fokine’s inspiration
came from his reading of the pastoral romance Daphnis and Chloe by the
early (second or third century) Greek writer Longus. As a reflection of
its “symphonic” choreography (Ravel’s description), it is pertinent to note

that Daphnis et Chloé is far more often heard in the concert hall than seen
danced on the stage.

From the complete, hour-long ballet score we hear the two so-called
“suites” — “so-called” because they are not really suites in the conventional
sense of the term (a series of short excerpts arranged in coherent order, as
in Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite), but rather two extended, continuous
passages of about fifteen minutes each. Actually, they form a complementary
pair, for the First Suite takes place almost entirely in darkness while the
Second Suite begins at dawn and takes the action into the bright of day.

The storyline takes place in a pastoral setting. At the beginning of the
ballet, the title characters interact with shepherds and nymphs, while they
slowly realize that they love each other. Suddenly pirates enter and abduct
Chloe. Daphnis is devastated, and falls unconscious to the ground. This is the
point at which the First Suite begins. The light fades. Statues of three nymphs
come to life, do a slow, mysterious dance, and try to comfort Daphnis. They
lead him to the altar of the god Pan, and Daphnis invokes his aid. All is
now completely dark. A wordless chorus (replaced by an arrangement for
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winds if chorus is unavailable) is heard in the distance, singing a cappella
(unaccompanied) in mysteriously enchanting sounds. Gradually, the light
of torches can be made out. They come from the pirates’ camp, which
eventually comes into focus. The pirates do a coarse, warlike dance that gives
the orchestra free reign to indulge in splendidly virtuosic effects, bringing the
First Suite to a brilliant conclusion.

Chloe tries to escape her captors, but cannot. The pirate chief makes
amorous advances on her. Suddenly a strange light illuminates the night sky.
It is Pan, responding to Daphnis’ plea, come to rescue Chloe. He scoops
her up in a cloud and sets her down in the meadow nearby the grotto where
Daphnis earlier invoked Pan’s divine assistance. We are now ready for the
magnificent Second Suite, the best known music from the ballet.

Dawn breaks over the sleeping Daphnis, still estranged from his beloved
Chloe. Rippling woodwinds, cascading glissandos in the harps and celesta,
and a slowly rising melody in the strings combine in one of the richest, most
sumptuous and magical sounds ever evoked from an orchestra. Birds are
singing, shepherds are piping, brooks are bubbling, dew is glistening in the
pristine morning air. Daphnis searches for, and, aided by Pan, finds Chloe.
Daphnis and Chloe then mime the love story of Pan and the nymph Syrinx
as a tribute to Pan’s help in reuniting them. The languorous solos played
by the flute (Pan’s traditional instrument) represent the god’s courtship of
Syrinx. The two declare their love, and everyone joins in a sensuous dance
which grows to almost unbearable intensity and bacchanalian frenzy.

The spectacular, dazzling and richly sensuous effects found in the Second
Suite have made it one of the most popular works in the entire orchestral
repertory. Composer Gardner Read’s vivid description may serve as a summary
of Ravel’s achievement: “As an entity, the orchestra is made to gleam with
a luminous and shimmering iridescence. Now glassy, now faintly clouded,
now crystalline, now huskily blurred and veiled — the play of instrumental
colors is like quicksilver. The listener is caught up in a wash of varicolored
sounds, and enmeshed in a web of kaleidoscopic transparency; the senses are
soothed, the imagination quickened, the emotions warmly caressed.”
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MAURICE RAVEL: Born in Ciboure, Pyrénées-Atlantiques, March 7, 1875;
died in Paris, December 28, 1937
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[Suite No. 1] Work composed: 1911 World premiere: April 2, 1911 at the
Théatre du Chatelet in Paris conducted by Gabriel Pierné

Instrumentation: piccolo, 2 flutes, alto flute, 2 oboes, English horn, Eb
clarinet, 2 clarinets, bass clarinet, 3 bassoons, contrabassoon, 4 horns, 4
trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, percussion (tambourine, tenor drum,
bass drum, triangle, antigue cymbals, cymbals, wind machine, glockenspiel),
harp, piano, celesta, strings

[Suite No. 2] Work composed: 1911-12 World premiere: June 8, 1912,
at the Théatre du Chatelet in Paris conducted by Pierre Monteux (The
complete ballet)

Instrumentation: piccolo, 2 flutes (2nd doubling on piccolo), alto flute, 2
oboes, English horn, 2 clarinets, Ebclarinet, bass clarinet, 3 bassoons,
contrabassoon, 4 horns, 4 trumpets, 3 trombones, bass trombone, tuba,
timpani, percussion (tambourine, snare drum, military drum, bass drum,
castanets, triangle, cymbals, glockenspiel), 2 harps, celesta, strings

STRAVINSKY:
FIREBIRD SUITE (1919 version)

The Firebird was Stravinsky’s first full-length ballet score and the
first to bring him international acclaim. Early in 1908, impresario Sergei
Diaghilev and choreographer Michel Fokine began preparing for the first
Paris season of the Ballets russes. In discussing repertory, they realized
that the company had nothing descriptive of Russia’s rich folklore. Fokine
suggested the Firebird legend, and began investigating Afanasiev’s large
anthology of Russian fairy tales in order to provide a scenario. What he
eventually produced was a synthesis of several stories centering on the
figures of the wonderful Firebird, the terrible ogre Kashchei and the hunter
Prince Ivan.

The premiere on June 25, 1910 at the Théatre national de 1’Opéra in Paris
was an enormous success, and catapulted Stravinsky into the international
spotlight. Equally important was the fact that, in the words of composer
and musicologist Roman Vlad, “it changed the very nature of the Russian
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Ballet. Instead of merely exporting Russian art, from now on Diaghilev was
encouraged by this success to try and stimulate the creation of new works
of art on an international scale, promoting real collaboration among leading
musicians, painters and writers, with results which will go down as landmarks
in the history of modern art in general.” It was almost inevitable that a suite
be extracted from the 45-minute work, and within a year, Stravinsky had done
just that. A second suite, somewhat different from the first, was prepared in
1919. This, the most popular of the three Firebird suites, is the one we hear
on this concert, and is one of the most frequently performed works in the
entire orchestral repertory, a description it shares with the Second Suite from
Ravel’s Daphnis.

Stravinsky poured his utmost creative talents into the score, resulting
in music of sumptuous hues, exotic fantasy and orchestral enchantment. Its
powers to seize and fix a mood can be found at every turn: in the opening bars
an atmosphere of night, mystery and evil; the riotous colors of the Firebird
herself depicted by the woodwinds, celesta and percussion; the barbaric,
frenzied music of Kashchei; and the glorious Finale replete with massive,
gleaming chords in the brass that leave no doubt as to the happy outcome of
the story.

IGOR STRAVINSKY: Born at Oranienbaum, June 17, 1882; died in New York
City, April 6, 1971

Work composed: 1910 / 1919 World premiere (Original Version): June 25,
1910 at the Opéra de Paris conducted by Gabriel Pierné

Instrumentation: 2 flutes (2nd doubling on piccolo), 2 oboes (2nd doubling
on English haorn), 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones,
bass trombones, tuba, timpani, percussion (tambourine, bass drum, triangle,
suspended cymbals, cymbals, xylophone), harp, piano, celesta, strings

Formerly a horn player in the Montreal Symphony, Robert Markow now writes program
notes for that orchestra as well as for numerous other musical organizations in North
America and Asia. He taught at Montreal's McGill University for many years, has led
music tours to several countries, and writes for numerous leading classical music
journals.
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| February
Sun Feb 21, 15:00 — We Will Recover —
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall Mahler:
Symphony No. 2 in C minor,
Wed Feb 24, 19:00 at Suntory Hall "Resurrection"
conductor : Myung-Whun Chung
Soprano: Tamayo Yoshida
Mezzo-soprano: Etsuko Kano
New National Theatre Chorus Single tickets available
| March
Fri Mar 12, 19:00 at Suntory Hall — A Symphonic Poem of Immortality —
Smetana: Ma Viast(My Country)
Sun Mar 14, 15:00 No. 1. Vysehrad (The High Castle)
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall No. 2. Vltava (The Moldau)
No. 3. Sarka
conductor : Mikhail Pletnev No. 4. Z &eskych luhii a haji
(From Bohemia' s Meadows and Forests)
No. 5. Tabor
No. 6. Blanik
Single tickets available
May
Wed May 12, 19:00 — The Unfulfilled Dream —
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall Piazzolla:
Sinfonia Buenos Aires, Op. 15
Thu May 13, 19:00 at Suntory Hall (Japan Premiere)
Sun May 16, 15:00 Prokofiev:
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall Excerpts from ballet Romeo and Juliet
conductor: Andrea Battistoni Single tickets will be
available from March on
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| June

Thu Jun 17, 19:00
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Fri Jun 18, 19:00 at Suntory Hall

Sun Jun 20, 15:00
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

conductor: Tadaaki Otaka
piano: Ayako Uehara

July

— Music for Forever —

Rachmaninov:
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini Op. 43
Symphony No. 2 in E minor, Op. 27

Single tickets will be
available from March on

Thu Jul 1, 19:00
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Fri Jul 2, 19:00 at Suntory Hall

Sun Jul 4, 15:00
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

conductor : Myung-Whun Chung

September

— All Brahms’ Symphonies —
Brahms:
Symphony No. 1 in C minor, Op. 68
Symphony No. 2 in D major, Op. 73

Single tickets will be
available from March on

Thu Sep 16, 19:00
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Fri Sep 17, 19:00 at Suntory Hall

Sun Sep 19, 15:00
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

conductor : Myung-Whun Chung

November

— All Brahms’ Symphonies —
Brahms:
Symphony No. 3 in F major, Op. 90
Symphony No. 4 in E minor, Op. 98

Single tickets will be
available from March on

Mon Nov 1, 19:00 at Suntory Hall

Wed/Holiday Nov 3, 15:00
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

Thu Nov 4, 19:00
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

conductor: Andrea Battistoni
flute: Tommaso Benciolini

— Japan Premier of Battistoni’s
Flute Concerto —
Battistoni:
Flute Concerto “The Garden of Delights”
(Japan Premiere)

Tchaikovsky :
Symphony No. 5 in E minor, Op. 64

Single tickets will be
available from March on
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Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra

In 2011, the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra celebrated its 100th anniversary
as Japan's first symphony orchestra. With about 160 musicians, TPO performs
both symphonies and operas regularly. TPO is proud to have appointed Maestro
Myung-Whun Chung, who has been conducting TPO since 2001, as Honorary
Music Director, Maestro Andrea Battistoni as Chief Conductor and Maestro
Mikhail Pletnev as Special Guest Conductor.

TPO has established its world-class reputation through its subscription
concert series, regular opera and ballet assignments at the New National
Theatre, and a full, ever in-demand agenda around Japan and the world,
including broadcasting with NHK Broadcasting Corporation, various educational
programs, and tours abroad.

TPO has partnerships with Bunkamura Orchard Hall, the Bunkyo Ward in
Tokyo, Chiba City, Karuizawa Cho in Nagano and Nagaoka City in Niigata.

Official Website / SNS  https://www.tpo.or.jp/ Kl ¥ ©
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Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra Since 1911 / Musicians
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Honorary Music Director
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Myung-Whun Chung
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Chief Conductor
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Kazushi Ono
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Dan Ettinger
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Special Guest Conductor
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Mikhail Pletnev
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Resident Conductor
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Kazumasa Watanabe
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Associate Conductor
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Min Chung
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Permanent Honorary Conductor
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Kazuo Yamada
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Permanent Member and
Honorary Conductor
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First Violins
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