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The 166th Tokyo Opera City Subscription Concert
Wed. Nov. 13, 2024, 19:00 at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

The 1008th Orchard Hall Subscription Concert
Sun. Nov. 17, 2024, 15:00 at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

The 1009th Suntory Subscription Concert
Tue. Nov. 19, 2024, 19:00 at Suntory Hall

Andrea Battistoni, conductor

Kaoru Kondo, concertmaster

Mahler:
Symphony NoO. 7 a. g0 min)

|.  Langsam (Adagio) — Allegro risoluto, ma non troppo
Il. Nachtmusik |. Allegro moderato

lIl. Scherzo. Schattenhaft

IV. Nachtmusik Il. Andante amoroso

V. Rondo-Finale. Allegro ordinario

*no intermission

Presented by the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra

Subsidized by the Agency for Cultural Affairs Government of Japan |
Japan Arts Council

In Association with Bunkamura (Nov. 17)

D All seats are reserved. Late admittance will be refused during the live performance. If you
enter or reenter just before the concert or between movements, we may escort you to a seat
different from the one to which you were originally assigned.

) Exiting during the performance will be tolerated. If you do not feel well, please exit or
enter as you need. However, please mind the other listeners so that they will be minimally
disturbed.

D Please refrain from using your cellphone or other electronic devices during performance.

D Hold applause please. Please cherish the "afterglow" at the end of each piece for a moment
before your applause.
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Andrea Battistoni,
conductor

Chief Conductor of
the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra

Born in Verona in 1987, Andrea Battistoni
is a rising star with an international reputation
as one of the most important conductors of
his generation. He was appointed First Guest
Conductor at the Teatro Carlo Felice in Genoa
in 2013, and Chief Conductor of the Tokyo
©Takafumi Ueno Philharmonic Orchestrain 2016.

In Tokyo he has proved to be a sensation
with his charisma and sensitive musicality, conducting Tokyo Phil in operas
such as Nabucco, Rigoletto, Madama Butterfly (Nikikai), and Adida (co-
produced grand opera), as well as numerous symphonic works including

Roman Trilogy, Pictures at an Exhibition, and Rite of Spring. The concert-
style operas he has led - Turandot (2015), Iris (2016), and Mefistofele (2018)
have secured his reputation as a leading light with critics and audiences alike.
He has been regularly releasing CDs with the Tokyo Phil through Nippon
Columbia.

Other noteworthy engagements include: Teatro alla Scala, La Fenice in
Venice, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Bayerische Staatsoper in Munich, the Royal
Opera House-Covent Garden, Semperoper of Dresden, Arena di Verona,
Mariinsky Theater, and world-renowned orchestras such as the Filarmonica
della Scala, Accademia di Santa Cecilia, and Israel Philharmonic.

His book, Non e musica per vecchi was published by Rizzoli 2012, and by
Ongaku-No-Tomo-Sha in Japan in 2017.

In 2021, Andrea Battistoni, performing with Tokyo Phil, won the OPUS
KLASSIK Prize 2021 in the 20th/21st Century symphonic category, one of
the most prestigious classical awards in Europe, for their international disc,
"Dvorak: Symphony No. 9, ’From the New World' & Works of Akira Ifukube.”

Website  http://www.andreabattistoni.it/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/maestrobattistoni
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Program Notes Text by Robert Markow

Mahler:
Symphony No. 7

For most music lovers, including Mahler aficionados, the Seventh is
the last of this composer’s ten symphonies to engage their interest and
sympathy. Aside from the Eighth, which requires monumental forces, it
remains the least performed. The Seventh is, as one commentator (Eric
Bromberger) put it, “the neglected stepsister” of the canon. The Seventh
is also the symphony Mahler revised the most and the one that has caused
publishers more editorial headaches than any other.

Yet, if the Seventh reveals its beauties and secrets more slowly than
its companions, it is no less fascinating, thrilling, and sublime a symphony
than any other by Mahler. Its very sound world makes it perhaps the most
fantastical, even surrealistic, symphony Mahler ever wrote. Take the very
opening, for instance, where we are immediately introduced to the haunting,
powerful sound of an instrument Mahler used nowhere else, that of the
tenor horn (a tuba-shaped member of the horn family, used mostly in band
music). Mahler said this passage should sound like “a roar of nature.” Or
consider the bold, unaccompanied horn calls of the second movement, each
answered by its own echo from distant mountain slopes (or perhaps from the
inner recesses of the mind). Or in the same movement, about a minute after
it begins, that amazing scale that swoops five and a half octaves from the
heights into the depths of the orchestra. And then there is the exquisite use
of mandolin and guitar in the second Nachtmusik. Countless more examples
abound of Mahler’s imaginative use of orchestral colors and effects.

The Seventh Symphony had a strange and protracted genesis. In
the summer of 1904, while in the course of working on the finale of his
Sixth Symphony, Mahler composed (or at least drafted) two additional
movements, both of which he called Nachtmusik (night music), with no
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clear idea as to how they would fit into a new symphony. Nothing more
happened until late the following summer, when he wrote the remaining
three movements in a great surge of creative energy. The mental impasse
plaguing him that summer was broken by a nocturnal event commentators
love to recount: Frustrated by his inability to find inspiration at his usual
summertime haunt in Maiernigg (in southern Austria), he visited the Lago
di Misurina in the high Alps. After a week of continuing frustration, Mahler
began the voyage back to Maiernigg. He later wrote to his wife Alma that as

he was being rowed across the lake from Krumpendorf to Maiernigg, “at the
first stroke of the oars the theme (or rather the rhythm and character) of the
introduction to the first movement came into my head — and in four weeks
the first, third and fifth movements were done.” Yet it took a further three

years for Mahler to put the finishing touches on the symphony. He led the
first performance in Prague on September 19, 1908 as part of the festivities
surrounding the sixtieth year of the reign of Emperor Franz Joseph.

Mahler did not leave an official description of the “meaning”
of the Seventh Symphony, but he did discuss ideas with friends and
colleagues. He told his Swiss friend William Ritter that it consisted of
“three night pieces; at the end, bright day; as the basis of everything,
the first movement.” He further described the first movement as “tragic
night [which is] dominated by a tragic and elemental power, that of
Death.” Hence, we have four genre pictures of differing aspects of night,
followed by the bright of day. The subtitle sometimes appended to the
symphony, “Song of the Night,” is apt, though it is not Mahler’s. The
five movements create an arch form with a scherzo at the center framed
by the two Nachtmusiken; this tripartite structure is in turn embraced by
two massive pillars, the second of which (the Rondo-Finale) brings the
symphony full circle by recalling at the end the thematic material from
the opening pages.

15



=
X
o
o5
o
®
3
=
o
=
@
(2]

16

The symphony opens with the first of its many marches, strolls or
processions — more than in any other Mahler symphony. With the arrival
of the main body of the movement (4llegro risoluto), the pace becomes
measured and determined. Unison horns proclaim the main theme, which
will resound throughout the sonata-form movement and return at the end
of the symphony in glowing C major. Tension and anxiety give way briefly
for the arrival of the second subject, a yearning theme for the violins and
horns in counterpoint. The vast scope of this movement is such that when it
finally crashes to a halt some 23 minutes after it began, most listeners will
feel they already have sustained more emotional struggle than is contained
within entire symphonies by most other composers.

The second movement is founded on a different sense of ambulation,
this time more of an unhurried, good-natured stroll. It is laid out in
ABACABA form, with the “A”s, as Anthony Newcomb puts it, “part
march, part song.” One sometimes reads that Mahler intended to depict
Rembrandt’s famous painting The Night Watch, but such is not really the
case. “What is certain is that it is a march, full of fantastic chiaroscuro
— hence the Rembrandt parallel,” noted the Dutch composer Alphons
Diepenbrock.

The third movement constitutes some of the most macabre, bizarre,
frightening and sinister music Mahler ever wrote. The score is marked
schattenhaft, which translates literally as “shadowy,” but “spectral” or
“hallucinatory” would be more to the point.

The fourth movement brings blessed relief from the nightmares of the
third. If the symphony as a whole can be regarded as a journey through
the dark of night into the bright of day, the second Nachtmusik takes place
in the rosy glow of dawn. “Soft with voluptuousness, moist with languor
and reverie, pearly with the dew of silver tears,” is William Ritter’s poetic
description. The movement’s central episode is surely an unrestrained
avowal of love, sung first by solo cello and horn — a searingly beautiful
melody tinged with nostalgia.



Program Notes

Mabhler called the Rondo-Finale the happiest music he ever wrote. There
is an almost Bacchic exuberance to it, at times bordering on sheer frenzy.
The mood is introduced in the first bars, which consist of a thunderous tattoo
for timpani (“with bravura,” says the score), wildly trilling horns and a
staunchly assertive subject for horns and trumpets —the movement’s principal
theme that will recur often in alternation with much contrasting material.
Throughout, Mahler fairly exults in unabashed orchestral virtuosity. As the
end approaches, we hear incursions of the main theme from the opening
movement. At first they seem to be harmonically disjunct, but finally, in the
symphony’s glorious final pages, bells a-clanging, all is set right, and the
music hurtles to an ecstatic conclusion.

GUSTAV MAHLER: Born in Kalischt, Bohemia, July 7, 1860; died in Vienna,
May 18, 1911

Work composed: 1904-05 World premiere: September 19, 1908 in Prague,
with the Czech Philharmonic conducted by the composer

Instrumentation: piccolo, 4 flutes (4th doubling on piccolo), 3 oboes, English
horn, Eb clarinet, 3 clarinets, bass clarinet, 3 bassoons, contrabassoon,
4 horns, 3 trumpets, 3 trombones, tenor horn, tuba, timpani, percussion
(tambourine, snare drum, bass drum, triangle, cowbell, glockenspiel, bell,
cymbals, tam-tam, rute), mandolin, guitar, 2 harps, strings

Formerly a horn player in the Montreal Symphony, Robert Markow now writes program
notes for numerous orchestras and other musical organizations in North America and
Asia. He taught at Montreal’'s McGill University for many years, has led music tours to
several countries, and writes for numerous leading classical music journals.
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Season 2025 Subscription

Each year, the Tokyo Philharm

Concerts

onic Orchestra (TPO), Japan’s oldest continuously-

operating orchestra (founded in 1911), provides its audiences with imaginative
programming of repertory familiar and unfamiliar. The 2025 subscription season is no

exception. Here we find such wel

I-known favorites as Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony

and Stravinsky’s ballet score Petrushka, and such little-known but worthy compositions
like Elgar’s Third Symphony and Pizzetti’s Concerto dell estate. World-class conductors,
both Japanese and foreign, and prestigious soloists adorn the lineup. Let’s take a closer

look at each program:

——Text by Robert Markow

February

Myung-whun Chung, conductor/piano Hina Maeda, violin Jaemin Han, cello

Mon/Holi, Feb 24, 2025, 15:00 start
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

Tue, Feb 25, 2025, 19:00 start
at Suntory Hall

Wed, Feb 26, 2025, 19:00 start
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

March
Andrea Battistoni, conductor

Beethoven: Triple Concerto for Piano, Violin and
Cello in C Major, Op. 56

Beethoven: Symphony No. 3 in E-Flat Major,
Op. 55, Eroica

Sun, Mar 9, 2025, 15:00 start
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

Wed, Mar 12, 2025, 19:00 start
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Fri, Mar 14, 2025, 19:00 start
at Suntory Hall

April
Tadaaki Otaka, conductor Izum

Stravinsky: Petrushka (1947 edition)
Weber: Overture from opera Oberon, S574/R288

Hindemith: Symphonic Metamorphosis after
themes by Carl Maria von Weber

i Tateno, piano

Thu, Apr 24, 2025, 19:00 start
at Suntory Hall

Fri, Apr 25, 2025, 19:00 start
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Sun, Apr 27, 2025, 15:00 start
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

May

Mikhail Pletnev, conductor Kanon Matsuda, piano

A. Otaka: Excerpts from Traveling Muse for
Orchestra(2020)

Ravel: Piano Concerto for the Left Hand
Elgar: Symphony No. 3, Op. 88
(elaborated by A. Payne)

Sun, May 11, 2025, 15:00 start
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

Tue, May 13, 2025, 19:00 start
at Suntory Hall

Mon, May 19, 2025, 19:00 start
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Chopin/Pletnev: Piano Concerto No. 1 in E Minor,
Op. 11

Tchaikovsky: Excerpts from ballet Sleeping Beauty
Op. 66 (Pletnev special edition)




Season 2025 Subscription Concerts

June

Pinchas Zukerman, conductor/violin

Sun, Jun 22, 2025, 15:00 start Elgar: Serenade in E Minor, Op. 20
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

%gﬂﬁt{}}? 1%21’12025’ 19:00 start Mozart: Symphony No.41 in C major, K.551 Jupiter

Tue, Jun 24, 2025, 19:00 start
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Haydn: Violin Concerto No.1 in C major

S1480U0) U0NdIIOSINg

Min Chung, conductor Mayuko Kamio, violin

Thu, Jul 17, 2025, 19:00 start Tchaikovsky: Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35
at Suntory Hall

Fri, Jul 18, 2025, 19:00 start
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Sun, Jul 20, 2025, 15:00 start
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

Andrea Battistoni, conductor

Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74
Pathétique

Thu, Sep 11,12025, 19:00 start Pizzetti: Concerto dell'Estate (Summer Concerto)

a .Suntory Hal R. Strauss: An Alpine Symphony Op.64
Fri, Sep 12, 2025, 19:00 start
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Sun, Sep 14, 2025, 15:00 start
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

Myung-whun Chung, conductor Makoto Ozone, piano

Sun, Oct 5, 2025, 15:00 start Bernstein: Symphonic Dances from West Side Story
at Bunkamura Orchard Hall

;rthsltn%(r:; %—12’112 025, 19:00 start Prokofiev: Excerpts from ballet Romeo and Juliet

Mon, Oct 20, 2025, 19:00 start
at Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall

Gershwin: Rhapsody in Blue

Subscription ticket prices ()=Discount prices for TOKYO PHIL FRIENDS

SS¥96,000 S¥56,000(¥50,400) A¥47,600(¥42,840) B¥39,200(¥35,280)
C¥30,800(¥27,720)

How to join TOKYO PHIL FRIENDS = https://www.tpo.or.jp/en/tickets/friends.php

| Inquiries about tickets.

Tokyo Phil Ticket Service tel: 03-5353-9522

(weekdays 10:00-18:00, closed on weekends and holidays)
Tokyo Phil WEB Ticket Service https://www.tpo.or.jp/en/
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News & Information
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Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra

In 2024, the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra celebrates its 113th anniversary
as Japan’'s first symphony orchestra. With about 180 musicians, Tokyo Phil
regulary performs both symphonies and operas. Tokyo Phil is proud to have
appointed Maestro Myung-Whun Chung, who has been conducting Tokyo Phil
since 2001, as Honorary Music Director, Maestro Andrea Battistoni as Chief
Conductor and Maestro Mikhail Pletnev as Special Guest Conductor.

Tokyo Phil has established its world-class reputation through its subscription
concert series, regular opera and ballet assignments at the New National
Theatre, and a full, ever in-demand musical agenda around Japan and the world,
including broadcasting with NHK Broadcasting Corporation, various educational
programs, and tours abroad.

Tokyo Phil has partnerships with Bunkamura QOrchard Hall, the Bunkyo Ward in
Tokyo, Chiba City, Karuizawa Cho in Nagano and Nagaoka City in Niigata.

Official Website / SNS  https://www.tpo.or.jo/ F1 EH © @
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